TLRP Thematic Development: invitation to tender

TLRP’s thematic strategy enables the Programme to add value across its substantive projects.  The Programme is also concerned with the development of educational research as a field, and of research on teaching and learning in particular.  A number of topics have been identified on which further work is required to enhance existing thematic activities or to take advantage of developmental opportunities.  Applications are invited in respect of the topics listed below. 

Contextual information
TLRP’s thematic strategy includes investment in consultancies, thematic groups and thematic seminar series (see the flyer at http://www.tlrp.org/pub/flyers/).  For an initial overview of some of the products of the Programme’s thematic work, please see http://www.tlrp.org/themes/index.html.  In respect of some contemporary challenges to the field, please see the Director’s 2005 Educational Review lecture (http://www.tlrp.org/pub/acadpub.html).  

Expectations 

Applicants should be willing to engage actively in the work of TLRP and be committed to the constructive and open-minded development of research on teaching, learning and education.  All awards will be expected to lead to tangible outputs suitable for publication.  Budget limits are identified for each topic and are expected to support the time of one or more consultants (and, if appropriate, a research assistant) plus costs associated with appropriate events for users and other academics.  

Application process

Applications should provide explicit information on: who is to lead each initiative (with short CVs and full contact information); proposed participants and the roles which they will play; the objectives as interpreted; the strategy to be adopted to fulfil these objectives; the proposed month-by-month schedule; the anticipated outputs; and the proposed budget (this must make clear whether the proposal is based on an individual or group consultancy and whether a personal contract or institutional full economic costing is intended).  Applications should indicate how the activity might contribute to capacity building by, for example, the involvement of newer researchers in an appropriate way.
For further information or discussion, please contact the TLRP Director, Andrew Pollard, on:  a.pollard@ioe.ac.uk.  Please indicate the issues you wish to raise and provide telephone contact details.

	Title:


	Teaching and learning policy in post-devolution UK contexts



	Primary objective:


	Locating itself within TLRP’s conceptual model for thematic development, to identify and analyse major characteristics of policy approaches to teaching and learning within the UK’s four national policy contexts with reference to a selection of educational sectors or issues to which TLRP has the potential to contribute.  To consider the influence of political, economic and cultural factors at levels such as system, institutions and teaching/learning settings.

	Anticipated form:
	Consultancy in each country plus invitational seminars.

	Required outputs:
	A paper suitable for submission to the British Educational Research Journal, or similar, for publication.

Text suitable for a TLRP Research Briefing.

If appropriate, a research proposal on home-international comparison on UK teaching and learning policies suitable for additional funding, for example, through ESRC’s Research Grants Board.
An end-of-award report to the TLRP Steering Committee.

	Budget limit:
	£15,000

	Scheduling:
	Applications by 30th April 2006.  Decisions by 31st May 2006.  Completion of work and of MS for publication by 31st August 2007.


	Title:


	Curriculum and domain knowledge

	Primary objective:


	Locating itself within TLRP’s conceptual model for thematic development, to review the growing significance of this field of research and its major dimensions, characteristics and challenges.  To consider TLRP’s contribution in terms, for example, of literacy, mathematics and science education.

	Anticipated form:
	Consultancy plus invitational seminars and, if appropriate, conferences

	Required outputs:
	A paper suitable for submission to the British Educational Research Journal, or similar, for publication.

Text suitable for a TLRP Research Briefing.

An end-of-award report to the TLRP Steering Committee.

	Budget limit:
	£15,000

	Scheduling:
	Applications by 30th April 2006.  Decisions by 31st May 2006.  Completion of work and of MS for publication by 31st August 2007.


	Title:


	Assessment and indicators of learning outcomes



	Primary objective:


	Locating itself within TLRP’s conceptual model for thematic development and building on TLRP’s previous work on learning outcomes (see the Curriculum Journal XX) and the Director’s Educational Review lecture, to review and analyse the strengths and weaknesses of existing resources and techniques for the measurement of diffuse learning outcomes.  In the light of this, to identify and explore developmental strategies with the most potential to enable the field to move forward in the measurement of educationally significant outcomes.

	Anticipated form:
	Consultancy plus invitational seminars and, if appropriate, conferences

	Required outputs:
	A paper suitable for submission to the British Educational Research Journal, or similar, for publication.

Text suitable for a TLRP Research Briefing.

If appropriate, a research proposal to support the development of instruments or other resources for measuring diffuse learning outcomes suitable for additional funding, for example, through ESRC’s Research Grants Board.
An end-of-award report to the TLRP Steering Committee.

	Budget limit:
	£15,000

	Scheduling:
	Applications by 30th April 2006.  Decisions by 31st May 2006.  Completion of work and of MS for publication by 31st August 2007.


	Title:


	TLRP and the impact of social, economic, medical and environmental factors and interventions through the lifecourse

	Primary objective:


	To review TLRP’s portfolio in the context of related work in cognate disciplines drawing, in particular, on large scale, longitudinal data sets.  To map complementary contributions to understanding and to identify areas for productive future collaboration and synergy.

	Anticipated form:
	Consultancy plus invitational seminars.

	Required outputs:
	A paper suitable for submission to the British Educational Research Journal, or similar, for publication.

Text suitable for a TLRP Research Briefing.

An end-of-award report to the TLRP Steering Committee.

	Budget limit:
	£10,000

	Scheduling:
	Applications by 30th April 2006.  Decisions by 31st May 2006.  Completion of work and of MS for publication by 31st March 2007. 

Note: if this initiative is successful, further activities may be proposed for 2007/8 to embed TLRP’s pedagogic focus within more wide-ranging analyses – with reciprocal benefits being anticipated.


	Title:


	Multi- and inter-disciplinarity



	Primary objective:


	Building on the commitment of and recent initiatives by ESRC, TLRP, BERA, BPS and the Academy of Social Sciences, to explore the range of multi-disciplinary contributions which are, or could be, made in respect of selected teaching and learning issues. By engagement with a selection of TLRP investments and other cases, to explore the challenges of, and the potential for, inter-disciplinary work.  To identify key issues and make recommendations for the development of future inter-disciplinary work.

	Anticipated form:
	Consultancy plus invitational seminars and, if appropriate, conferences

	Required outputs:
	A paper suitable for submission to the British Educational Research Journal, or similar, for publication.

Text suitable for a TLRP Research Briefing.
If appropriate, an edited collection or special issue of a journal reflecting key issues associated with the topic. 

If appropriate, an inter-disciplinary research proposal on an aspect of teaching and learning suitable for additional funding, for example, through ESRC’s Research Grants Board.
An end-of-award report to the TLRP Steering Committee.

	Budget limit:
	£15,000

	Scheduling:
	Applications by 30th April 2006.  Decisions by 31st May 2006.  Completion of work and of MS for publication by 31st August 2007.


	Title:


	The epistemological basis of educational findings



	Primary objectives:


	Building on the TLRP Director’s Educational Review lecture, to analyse the nature of educational, and social scientific, knowledge in the context of aspirations for ‘evidence-based’ policy making and ‘what works’.  To provide a clear rationale for a philosophically defensible position in relation to the contribution which educational research can make, and to highlight necessary qualifications and challenges for the contemporary field.  To consider how the position identified may be best presented to enhance public understanding of educational research.

	Anticipated form:
	Consultancy plus invitational seminars and, if appropriate, small conferences

	Required outputs:
	A review of the relevant philosophical and social science literature suitable for submission to the British Educational Research Journal for publication..
Text suitable for a TLRP Research Briefing.

If appropriate, an edited collection or special issue of a journal reflecting key issues associated with the topic.

An end-of-award report to the TLRP Steering Committee.

	Budget limit:
	£15,000

	Scheduling:
	Applications by 30th April 2006.  Decisions by 31st May 2006.  Completion of work and of MS for publication by 31st August 2007.


	Title:


	Reviewing reviews



	Primary objectives:


	Building on two seminars and a BERA symposium held on this topic during 2005 and on the TLRP Director’s Educational Review lecture, to produce a typology of different approaches to the review and synthesis of evidence with explicit reference to fitness for purpose. Through analysis of cases, to propose the forms of procedural transparency which are appropriate for each approach. 

	Anticipated form:
	Consultancy plus invitational seminar/s

	Required outputs:
	A paper suitable for submission to the British Educational Research Journal, or similar, for publication.

Text suitable for a TLRP Research Briefing.

An end-of-award report to the TLRP Steering Committee.

	Budget limit:
	£5,000

	Scheduling:
	Applications by 30th April 2006.  Decisions by 31st May 2006.  Completion of work and of MS for publication by 31st December 2006.


	Title:


	Project design for researching learning contexts, processes and outcomes 


	Primary objective:


	To review TLRP’s experiences and, where appropriate that of projects from similar initiatives internationally, in respect of the strengths and weaknesses of different forms of research design – and with particular reference to attempts to combine measurement of learning outcomes with other forms of analysis.  To analyse issues, distil lessons and disseminate these to the field.

	Anticipated form:
	Consultancy plus invitational seminars and, if appropriate, conferences

	Required outputs:
	A paper suitable for submission to the British Educational Research Journal, or similar, for publication.

Text suitable for a TLRP Research Briefing.
An end-of-award report to the TLRP Steering Committee.

	Budget limit:
	£15,000

	Scheduling:
	Applications by 30th April 2006.  Decisions by 31st May 2006.  Completion of work and of MS for publication by 31st August 2007.


	Title:


	The use in educational research of large scale data-sets



	Primary objective:


	To promote the greater use in educational research of large scale and longitudinal data-sets such as the Millenium Cohort, BCS, NCDS, BHPS, PLASC, LSYP, ALSPAC, Skills Survey, etc).  To analyse the barriers and challenges to such developments and to make recommendations for progressively overcoming these within the field.  Liaison with PLUG, University of Bristol.

	Anticipated form:
	Consultancy plus invitational seminars and, if appropriate, conferences

	Required outputs:
	A paper suitable for submission to the British Educational Research Journal, or similar, for publication.

Text suitable for a TLRP Research Briefing.
An end-of-award report to the TLRP Steering Committee.

	Budget limit:
	£10,000

	Scheduling:
	Applications by 30th April 2006.  Decisions by 31st May 2006.  Completion of work and of MS for publication by 31st August 2007.


For information, the commissioning of work on the following topics is under consideration by TLRP.  It is anticipated that invitations to tender may be published during 2007.
	Title:


	Tracing impact

	Primary objective:


	To collect data on the impact of TLRP’s schools projects – the first sectoral group to disseminate their findings.


	Anticipated form:
	Consultancy



	Required outputs:
	A paper suitable for submission to the British Educational Research Journal, or similar, for publication.

A report to the Steering Committee

	Budget limit:
	£5,000

	Scheduling:
	To be proposed to the SC during 2007


	Title:


	Cross-sectoral analysis

	Primary objective:


	To review the potential and challenges of cross-sectoral analysis as experienced by TLRP.

	Anticipated form:
	Consultancy plus invitational seminars and, if appropriate conferences

	Required outputs:
	A paper suitable for submission to the British Educational Research Journal, or similar, for publication.

Text suitable for a TLRP Research Briefing.

	Budget limit:
	£15,000

	Scheduling:
	To be proposed to the SC during 2007


	Title:


	International and comparative analysis

	Primary objective:


	To review the potential and challenges of international and comparative analysis as experienced by TLRP.

	Anticipated form:
	Consultancy plus invitational seminars and, if appropriate conferences

	Required outputs:
	A paper suitable for submission to the British Educational Research Journal, or similar, for publication.

Text suitable for a TLRP Research Briefing.

	Budget limit:
	£15,000

	Scheduling:
	To be proposed to the SC during 2007


