
FOLLOW-ON FUNDING SCHEME
What is the Follow-on Funding Scheme?
The Scheme provides follow-on funding to undertake additional knowledge transfer and impact generation activities that can demonstrate the potential for significant economic, social, policy and/or practice benefit(s).  Applications that seek to commercialise research and those from resources and methods research investments will also be eligible to apply.

Features of the Scheme

Scope

The Scheme offers Follow-on Funding awards of up to £100k (at 80% fEC) for a maximum of 12 months through three closed calls in 2008-09 using the Je-S electronic application.

· First call closes 8 January 2009
What does the Scheme cover?

Knowledge transfer and impact generation activities might include: jointly planned and delivered projects with *'user' partner showing wider benefits; interpretation and application of data for defined purposes; conferences and seminars for a policy/practice audience; practitioner-relevant publications; or co-funded Placement Fellowships.  Eligible costs could include: Research Assistant's salary; T&S; equipment; conference organiser; supply of specialist staff eg science writer.

Smaller packages of engagement activity up to £30k are also welcomed.

* A 'user' is defined as a non-academic stakeholder who can apply research knowledge to policy or practice.  
Eligibility

The fund is open to all social science researchers employed in UK Research Organisations approved by the ESRC as detailed in ESRC's Research Funding Guide.

Applicants are required to indicate research excellence, previous networks and matching support or co-funding from user communities (eg previous grants from other funding bodies).  

Previous ESRC-funded applicants or co-applicants are expected to demonstrate evidence of previous impact generation as well as making the case for the significance of the impact to be generated should the application be funded.

Impact activities would normally be based on research completed no more than five years ago although applications beyond this period would be considered.  Researchers can make an application during the lifetime of a current award where there is a compelling case, as well as several years after an award has been completed.
Applicants will be expected to nominate two academic and two 'user' referees.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

· Guidance notes for the Follow-on Funding Scheme 

· Details of the ESRC Funding Guidelines
· How to write a good application

· FAQs

ENQUIRIES AND QUERIES ON APPLICATION PROCESS
In the first instance, you should contact knowledgetransfer@esrc.ac.uk

