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to a number of different sem-
inars, talks and lectures at a
variety of different venues but
mostly in and around higher - edu-
cation and they have left me puzzling
ower what education is all about at
this .
irst, 1 went to a day school
) Jews" Caollege avwhich
its principal, who had just been
announced as the next chief rabbi,
was one of the main hosts and
keynote speakers. It was the second
annual lecture séries under.the title
of “Traditional Alernatives™ and
took as s focus “Women and the
Jewish Future™.

It was most exhilarating in a num-
ber of re .“First, it excited an
audience of almost 1,000 and it was
said that there were a further 1,000
who had to be turned away through
lack of accommodation and space,
despite, al the last minute, a change
of venue to.a er hall. Of course
this leyel enthusiasm was no
surprise to the many women in the
audience . nor (o some of the women

kers, asProfessor Alice Shalvi of
the Hebrew University noted in her
SUMIMINE up.

The occasion had indeed been
prompted - the previous year by
women who had complained that
they felt excluded from the Jewish
n‘,:liginu;‘. debates and wished to find
their voice and place. 'What was
rather more surprising wis the se-
rious desire to learn from rather
difficult Jewish philosophy and luw.
All the seminars during the day were

resented by high-powered  and
earned  experty, most. of  them
WOTIEN.

The tone set at the beginning of the
day was of a serious seminar diseus-
sion, albeit somewhat didactic to
take account of those with rather less
knowledge of the talmudic sources.
But the form of the seminars was in
essence talmudic with fascinating
interrogation of key sources over a
wide range of women's issues from
divorce to abortion and contracep-

In the past few weeks [ have been

Legion voices

on the best
of all worlds

tion to the place of the single woman,
whether widowed, divorced, -
rated or without children and a
husband. Although the day ended
somewhat inconclusively with a
round table panel descending to
rather petty types of Jewish commun-
al politics 1 found the whaole event
most fascinating for the challenges it
raised and the intellectual and se-
rious way in which the topics were
debated. It also brought together
certain yet to be resolved themes in
my life, such as feminism and Juda-
ism as well as education. And, most
of all, it seemed to me to be an
examiple of the very best of education
practices in terms of intellectual
discussion and debate.

The following week | was involved
in an equally stimulating day of
seminirs for our part-tme M5C stu-
dents who enjoy two study days o
year to complement their evening
study, Twa of the seminar speakers
in particul ar raised the issne of what
is effective education, this time in
respect of schools. One speaker,
Rheena Bavnani, had been 3 mem-
ber of the Macdonald inguiry set u
by Manchestet city council 1o investi-

ute the cireumsiances surrounding
thie death of an Aglan schoolboy in a
school playpround. She =poke most
eloguently and movingly about the
style of the inguiry, its attlempts to
search for social justice and engage in

a participative mode especially with
the hlialmmmuuity,pammsand the

It was a model of presentation, and
insight into the pam of all of those
involved made perhaps the worse by
the fact that Manchester in its wis-
dom decided not publish the full
report, It has taken over two more
years for the full report finally to see
the full light of day,

What seems clear fraom her account
of the Burnage réport is that an
effective school is one where not only
the right policies are developed but
where there is a participative style of
management  with not only the
teachers in the school but alse the

nts, pupils and local r:l.‘lmmunil‘:,r1

he would also argue that this entails

considerations of social justice for all

pupils and theiwr families regardiess of
class, race or colour

There were echoes of these themes
in the talk piven by Professor Sally
Tomlinson. She gave an account of
her research into 20 different secon-
dary schools, each with rather similar
types of catchment arca. She too
concluded that an effective school is
one with a positive ethos, particularly
provided by the semior management,
which is committéd to searching for
the best forms of education for all
their pupils, regardless of their social
or mu‘uf backgrounds.

She documented much of her con-
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clusions with detailed statistical evi-
dence of the relationships between
particular school variahles and their
effects on school processes and
school results, even in public ex-
aminations.

These seminars seemed to point
the way, as the previous seminar had
done, to the necessity to effective
education and learming of involve-
ment and participation as well as
respect for those who are involved in
the . Another way of express-
ing this is to think about how students
progress on any course under consid-
eration. In other words it is not just
what you do as an academic or
teacher but how it 1% received. 1 was
particularly reminded of this when 1
attended an inaugural lecture last
weeck given by an old colleague and
friend of mine, Professor Hilary
Land.

She gave a characteristically good
lecture entitled “What are wages
for? with a judicious mix of humour,
history and contemporary  social
analysis, especially of the current
changes in the labour marker and
systems of socinl security. She too
eided up with considerations of

social justice, this time through the
social care system. She also pleaded
for consideration to the expressions
of feeling about the nature of care
from those involved in caring, She
guntcd & number of moving anec-

otes from others” researeh about the
painful circumstances of their lives,

The reminder about forms of re-
spectful education came not only
from listening to this lecture but also
from meeting up again with old
friends and colleagues at the recep-
tion ‘after the event. We all shared
with each other just how much more
difficult it is nowadays to maintain
such kinds of consideration in situa-
tions of diminishing resources,

It is a source of great sadness to me
that because of such tough resource
constraints as now operate in higher
education we are no longer able to
rive full consideration to the very

st educational practices for all of
our students. 1 have been involved in
a number of degree validations re-
cently and am struck by how it is now
the resowrce tail wagging the
academic dog rather than the other
way round. I feel sure that the
process of degree validations was
created to ensure academic validity
rather than economic viability.

Mowadays we never seem 1o get
past those debates about whether the
course s appropriately costed or
affordable. We never seem Lo get on
ta the really interesting issues about
cither pedagogy or academic con-
tent, And we certainly never seem to
discuss how well the students partici-
R:lcﬁ in any previous course that is

ing reviewed. 1 don’t think that we
getany sense of whether the students
appreciated the form or the content
of the courses under review,

What a pity all this is. And yet in
the intcrstices of this growing
bureancracy about course validations
—if ever there were now a misnomer
- there are cnormously exciting
academic and educational develop-
ments, such as the seminars, lectures
and talks that 1 and countless others
a0 doubt still keep attending,




