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TLRP Office transfer

The Teaching and Learning Research Programme is now being coordinated from the Institute of Education, University of London.  The London location supports enhanced engagement with policy-makers, journalists and other users of educational research.  If recent callers are anything to go by, it is also very convenient for passing educational researchers!  You are very welcome to call in and see the new arrangements. 
A presentation room has been set up in Room 510 at the Institute. This will be used for TLRP presentations and meetings, and will continuously display project outputs and other Programme information.  If you have a TLRP meeting or event for up to 12 people and need a central London location, it may be possible to book this room.  
New Programme Office Staff

The TLRP office is now supported by three new members of staff.

Sarah Douglas has joined us as Office and Communications Manager. Sarah coordinates the office team and the Programme’s communication infrastructure. She is a qualified project manager with particular experience in the production of educational publications.  She will be providing this service in relation to TLRP’s major outputs, whilst also supporting media work. Sarah can be contacted on sarah.douglas@ioe.ac.uk or tel: 0207 947 9578 (full time).
Bernie Ryder has joined as Presentation and Media Manager.  Bernie draws on her professional experience and qualifications in promotion and marketing to support the Programme's impact and dissemination work.  She manages the Presentation Room, archives of project outputs and is responsible for bibliographic checking of D-space depositions. She manages ‘News’ and ‘Events’ on the website and will be developing ways for TLRP to respond to contemporary news. Bernie can be contacted on: b.ryder@ioe.ac.uk  (0.5 fte, Wednesday and Thursday in office).
James O’Toole will be joining the team after the Easter break as Events and Dissemination Manager. James will be responsible for managing events, maintaining the database and disseminating project outputs to appropriate media and users. He will also manage the administration of travel and expenses claims. James can be contacted on: j.o’toole@ioe.ac.uk (0.4 fte, Tuesday and Wednesday in office).
John Siraj-Blatchford
Colleagues will want to know that John has been diagnosed with a form of cancer and has just begun a programme of chemotherapy.  Although this will go on for quite some time, John has firm plans to continue work on some of the ICT initiatives which he has done so much to create for TLRP.  These include the ICT Thematic Group and support of specialist ICT projects.  Adjustments to some other aspects of John’s work have been made and those involved have been informed.  Any routine ICT queries should be routed via the office for resolution – but anything really interesting should still go to John, on his normal email address!  As the treatment allows, John is expecting to continue to move things on, and we will all appreciate that.

We know that everyone in the Programme will want to convey their support to John and Iram at this time.  
Annual project reports
Thank you to everyone for submitting their annual project reports. These are currently being reviewed and will shortly be collated into one ‘compendium’, as has been done for the past two years.  As previously, these will be distributed to all project teams and thematic groups to assist in cross-Programme liaison and activity.  
Written feedback for all projects which completed a 2004 Annual Report is being prepared and should reach you during April.
Widening participation in Higher Education competition
The specification for the new funding competition for the Widening participation in Higher Education has been published and a seminar and briefing event will be held at the Institute of Education, University of London on 26th April. 
Further information can be found on the TLRP website. 

For the Call to Applicants, please visit 

http://www.tlrp.org/documents/WP_in_HE_Specification_Call_FINAL.pdf
To register for the seminar and briefing event, please see:

http://www.tlrp.org/documents/Optional_seminar_workshop_application.doc
NFER’s Mid-Term Review of TLRP

The NFER has recently completed a formal review of TLRP focusing on quality of research, user engagement, research synergies and added value, capacity building and impact on policy and practice.  Whilst some important areas for development have been identified, we are pleased to be able to report that the overall tone of the review is extremely positive. Thank you to those who contributed to the consultations on which it is based.  Following consideration by ESRC’s Strategic Research Board, it is intended that copies of the review will be made available across the Programme.
Project Directors Forum: What next for TLRP?  25th May 2005
The next Project Directors’ Forum will be held at the Institute of Education, University of London on 25th May. This is the annual opportunity for senior researchers to discuss and help to form TLRP’s future strategies.  How, in particular, should we seek to develop the Programme during its final years?
Following the NFER interim review, major decisions about the programme are under consideration and, in this context, discussions about future funding for educational research are also not far behind.  The meeting has been scheduled so that views expressed can be fed into the deliberations of the TLRP Steering Committee. Suggestions are very welcome for other topics which it would be helpful to discuss.
This meeting is open to a representative from all TLRP investments, whether currently funded or now out of funding.  Please contact James O’Toole, j.o’toole@ioe.ac.uk, with your nominated attendee (who should normally be an award holder). Further details will be circulated to all attendees nearer the time.

Annual TLRP Conference, Warwick, 28th to 30th November 2005

By popular demand, we have managed to secure a larger venue for this year’s conference and can now accommodate some 175 delegates.  Hopefully, this will enable a wider range of researchers to participate.  The intention this year is to focus some parts of the conference on cross-Programme sectoral issues.  Following the success of last year, it is anticipated that all projects will be invited to contribute and present a paper. Further details of the event will be distributed next term but for the moment, please mark the dates in your diaries.
Welsh and Northern Irish Extension Projects
We are pleased to announce that the following projects will be starting in the summer term, and to offer a warm welcome to the research teams.  Funding for inter-project activities is still available.  For details, see:  http://www.tlrp.org/manage/supp.html
Welsh Extension projects
· Facilitating teacher engagement in more inclusive practice (2005-2007; contact Dr Sue Davies, s.m.b.davies@trinity-cm.ac.uk, +44 (0)1267 676622)
· Bilingual Literacies for Learning in Further Education (2005-2007; contact Prof. Marilyn Martin-Jones, mqm@aber.ac.uk, +44 (0)1970 622927)

· Learning and working in further education in Wales (2004-2007; contact Dr Martin Jephcote, Jephcote@cf.ac.uk, +44 (0)29 2087 4983), 

· The use of ICT to improve learning and attainment through interactive teaching (2005-2007; contact Dr Steve Kennewell, s.e.kennewell@swansea.ac.uk, +44 (0)1792 518682)
Northern Irish Extension projects
· Learning in and for Interagency Working: multiagency work in Northern Ireland (2005-2007; contact Prof. Tony Gallagher, am.gallagher@qub.ac.uk, +44 (0)28 9097 5958)
· Consulting Pupils on the Assessment of their Learning (CPAL) (2005-2006; contact Ms Ruth Leitch, r.leitch@qub.ac.uk, +44 (0)28 9097 5941)

· Innovations for a Values-based Approach to Teacher Education (2005-2007; Prof. Alan Smith, a.smith@ulster.ac.uk, +44 (0)28 7032 3593)

Special Events with Government Agencies
14-19 Advisory Group
Thank you to colleagues who have contributed to the forthcoming seminar, which will be held on 16th June with QCAs 14-19 Policy Task Group. The event will allow TLRP to inform QCA of current TLRP thinking on 14-19 policy. TLRP Commentary is expected to follow soon after and will be distributed widely.

Learning Outcomes
This seminar will be held on 4th May and will focus on emerging evidence from a thematic review of learning outcomes from more than 30 TLRP current studies. Contributions will also be made by researchers of the DfES 4 year longitudinal study on teacher effectiveness.

Presenters include:
· Andrew Pollard, Director of TLRP

· Mary James (University of London), Learning how to learn in schools, classrooms and networks (primary and secondary)
· Carole McGuiness, (Queens University, Belfast), Sustaining thinking classrooms (primary)
· Anne Edwards (University of Birmingham)

· David James, Transforming learning in further education (FE)
· Christopher Day (University of Nottingham), DfES teacher effectiveness study (primary and secondary)
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Actions requested:





Note the existence of the TLRP Presentation Room at the Institute of Education in central London and its availability for suitable TLRP events.





Please update your email address lists to add the new TLRP Office staff, and note their roles.





Please note John Siraj-Blatchford’s illness.





Note that the feedback on the 2004 project reports and a full compendium of the reports will be circulated shortly.





Consider any interest in the new funding competition on Widening Participation in Higher Education.





Note that NFER’s Mid-Term Review of TLRP is to be made available during next term.





Please help to consider the future of TLRP and the strategies which should be adopted in the final period of the Programme – by nominating an attendee for the Project Directors’ Forum on May 25th. 





Record the dates of the next Annual TLRP Conference and note that, as requested, there will be capacity to involve additional representatives from each project.





Welcome colleagues from Northern Ireland and Wales.  Note that funds to support inter-project activities are still available.





Please discuss this Bulletin at an appropriate meeting of your project team.











