How can learning in schools be improved?

A host of ways in which children can learn more effectively in schools are revealed today in a new publication from the UK’s biggest-ever programme of education research, the Teaching and Learning Research Programme.

TLRP research suggests that although school structures and organisation are important, the best way to improve educational outcomes is by better-designed teaching and learning. In this publication, the TLRP offers for the first time 10 evidence-informed principles for teaching and learning to guide policy and practice in education.

Improving teaching and learning in Schools - published today as part of Social Science Week – contains details of research projects which have shown that:

● Children in primary schools can spell better if they are taught about the structure of the words they meet in class

● Secondary school children can improve their knowledge of the basic concepts of science

● Learning can be enhanced by teachers who know how to help children work in groups, not just as individuals

● Children can understand fractions better – a key ingredient of better maths in school and throughout life

● Primary school children can improve their learning by being taught thinking skills alongside subject knowledge

● Assessment of pupils can be used to help their learning, not just measure it

● Involving and consulting pupils helps schools improve

● Children learn at home as well as at school, for example about computers. Home and school learning can enhance one another.

● Better learning methods mean better job satisfaction for teachers, whose working lives are often stressful

Professor Andrew Pollard, director of the TLRP, said “Our research demonstrates how it is possible to improve educational outcomes for pupils of all ages. Their understanding of maths, English and science, all key areas of the curriculum, can be enhanced by approaches that we have developed. This document sets out for the first time the principles for improved school education and how they can be used in practice.”

***

Notes to journalists:

Improving teaching and learning in schools is available from TLRP office, please contact j.otoole@ioe.ac.uk
Media inquiries on this release and other TLRP projects: 

Martin Ince, 020 8672 6977, 0771 939 0958, martin@martinince.com. 

Researchers from these projects are available for interview, as is TLRP director Andrew Pollard and deputy director Professor Mary James.

Improving teaching and learning in schools is the second in the TLRP Commentary series. Also published in Science Week is the TLRP commentary on improving school science. Inquiries to Martin Ince.

The TLRP (www.tlrp.org) is the UK’s biggest-ever research programme on education at all phases of life. Its budget is about £38 million from 2000 to 2009. It welcomes media inquiries about its work via Martin Ince.

The ESRC is the UK's largest funding agency for research and postgraduate training relating to social and economic issues. It provides independent, high quality, relevant research to business, the public sector and Government. The ESRC total expenditure in 2005/6 is £135million.  At any time the ESRC supports over 4,000 researchers and postgraduate students in academic institutions and research policy institutes. More at http://www.esrcsocietytoday.ac.uk

