Science education release

A new publication just issued for National Science Week puts forward a battery of ideas for solving the science crisis in Britain’s schools.

A review of research published by the Economic and Social Research Council and the Association for Science Education suggests new ways of making sure that schools have enough science teachers – especially for physics, the biggest shortage area for teacher recruitment. It suggests that cancelling the student debt of anyone who teaches for at least four years would go a long way to solve the problem as would providing an entitlement to continued professional development.

Called Science Education in Schools: Issues, evidence and proposals, the publication says that school science should be less geared to producing professional scientists and should pay attention to “science literacy for citizenship,” equipping everyone to decide about important issues such as what makes a healthy diet, or what to think about global warming.

The science education experts who wrote it, led by Professor John Gilbert of the University of Reading, say that there are now well-established teaching methods which research has proved can help scientific understanding. Key ideas such as how electrical circuits work, or how experiments test theories, can be communicated better. They call for teachers to be updated on what research is telling us about science learning.

Science Education in Schools: Issues, evidence and proposals is published by the Teaching and Learning Research Programme, details from media contact: Martin Ince, 020 8672 6977, 0771 939 0958, martin@martinince.com
The report was launched at a National Science Week meeting on March 16 

The TLRP (www.tlrp.org) is the UK’s biggest-ever research programme on education at all phases of life. Its budget is about £38 million from 2000 to 2009. It welcomes media inquiries about its work via Martin Ince.
The ESRC is the UK's largest funding agency for research and postgraduate training relating to social and economic issues. It provides independent, high quality, relevant research to business, the public sector and Government. The ESRC total expenditure in 2005/6 is £135million.  At any time the ESRC supports over 4,000 researchers and postgraduate students in academic institutions and research policy institutes. More at http://www.esrcsocietytoday.ac.uk
