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Problem-based Learning for
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A one-day ESCalate ITE for schools

seminar

Presenter: Dr Alastair McPhee will address delegates on ‘The Application
of Problem-based learning in Initial Teacher Education’. Dr McPhee is a
Senior lecturer in the Department of Educational Studies at the University of
Glasgow where he is engaged in BEd Music, BEd Primary, PGDE Secon-
dary and BTech Education undergraduate programmes. His research into
problem-based learning is well known. Dr McPhee will present his own ex-
periences of how courses using the principles of problem-based learning
are constructed at Glasgow, and discuss the many challenges and rewards
it offers to both teacher educators and students. Recent research has focus-
sed on whether or not problem-based learning sessions could enhance criti-
cal reflection, an important component of reflective practice.

Background

Problem based learning (PBL) is a teaching strategy to promote self-
directed learning and critical thinking through analysing authentic scenarios
from professional practice. This educational approach has become a distinct
methodology (Busy Guide to problem-based learning on the ESCalate Help
Directory — http://escalate.ac.uk/3511 ) and has been widely adopted within
medical education as the method of teaching. Key to the success of PBL is
the recognition that students are active participants in their own learning. In
education, the PBL activities would focus learning towards the goal of be-
coming an effective teacher. Opportunities to engage with challenging prob-
lems and case-based scenarios mean that students can integrate theory
towards a better understanding of effective classroom practice, how pupils
learn and the roles of staff within the school. The problems are designed by
staff tutors to reflect realistic experiences within the school environment and
to encourage students to synthesise and incorporate relevant information
into their learning.

The seminar
After the opening keynote, you will hear from colleagues who have success-
fully used problem-based learning in their practice. You will be given the op-
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shown examples of scenarios and encouraged to construct your own. Your
work during the day will contribute to a new folder on problem-based Learn-
ing on the ESCalate Help Directory.

Who is it for?

The seminar is aimed at all colleagues across the UK who are involved in
Teacher Education for schools and who have an interest in enhancing their
own professional practice by discussing the benefits and challenges of a
problem-based learning approach for student teachers.

Book online at:- www.escalate.ac.uk/5401
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