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The research groups and their emerging foci
There are currently seven TERN Research Groups, each working collaboratively towards developing a research bid by the end of the project. Each group is working with at least one experienced mentor from the participating universities (see list below). Some of the groups have sub-divided and are working on more than one bid or research question; others have plans for a range of additional outputs including communal journal publications and seminar / conference papers in the longer term. But the major emphasis in all the groups is developing the professional learning of all the participants, particularly in terms of formulating and writing research bids.

 All groups will be presenting their work to date at Workshop 5 on 8th July (see timeline below). We are also hoping that as many groups as possible will be able to present their work at the TERN symposium at the BERA 2009 conference at the University of Manchester, 2nd – 5th September 2009.   
The research foci for each group (to be updated shortly) are still at an early stage of development and should therefore be regarded only as indicative of the foci of the final bids and other outputs. 
1. Identities in teacher education
      Mentors: Jon Nixon (LHU) and Carlo Raffo (MU)
2. Cultural and ethnic identity in teacher education
           Mentors: Lisa Mazzei  and Lorna Roberts (MMU)
3. M level initiatives in teacher education & employment-based routes in teacher education

           Mentor: Una Hanley (MMU)
4. Creativity in the teacher education curriculum
           Mentor: Jeff Adams (EHU)
5. General curriculum issues in teacher education
           Mentors: Mike Huggins (Cumbria) and Dave Hall (MU)
6. The future for teacher education  in the shifting policy scene
           Mentor: Olwen McNamara (MU) 
7. Discourses & policies of schooling and their relationship to teacher education (e.g. multi- professionalism and how they are related to teacher education)
          Mentor: Rob Hulme (Chester) 

 The Virtual Research Environments 
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Each Research Group now has at least one separate and ‘private’ VRE in which the members can network and develop their research theme. There is also a general TERN VRE and separate VRE spaces for the following groups: mentors and Institutional Research Leads, Steering Group members and the Management Group. Work has been on-going in each of these spaces since Workshop 1. 
A reminder that a range of support documents for working in the VREs and for managing and participating in the Research Groups are available:
· Working in the VREs (distributed at Workshop 1 and also available from the VRE)

· Working in the TERN Research Groups: guidance points (distributed at Workshop 1 and also available from the VRE)

· Using the Wiki tool in the VREs (to be distributed at Workshop 3)
TERN External Evaluator Appointed
We are pleased to announce that Professor John Gardner of Queens University, Belfast, has been appointed as the External Evaluator for the TERN project. Professor Gardner is an eminent education researcher with a strong track record in evaluating research capacity building projects, including a recent evaluation of the Welsh Educational Research Network (WERN). By agreement with the ESRC and the Steering Group, Professor Gardner will complete his evaluation of TERN in September 2009 and produce his final report in early October. This report will be disseminated to all project participants as soon as possible after its publication by the ESRC. 
TERN seminar at the Discourse, Power and Resistance Conference at Manchester Metropolitan University, April 2009
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This conference offers opportunities to hear a range of exciting speakers including Zygmunt Bauman, Cameron McCarthy and Munira Mirza (see http://www.esri.mmu.ac.uk/dpr). As part of the conference, there will be a seminar on teacher education & research at the 8th Discourse, Power and Resistance Conference at Manchester Metropolitan University on Monday 6th April at 15.00 – 16.15. Details of the conference can be found on the MMU website or on the TERN website and VREs. Please contact Jean Murray (J.M.F.Murray@uel.ac.uk) as soon as possible if you would like to present your research at this seminar. Seminar fees for seminar presenters from the TERN project will be paid. 
TERN symposium at the ESCalate ITE conference at Glyndwr University, Wrexham, May 2009 
The 5th Annual ESCalate ITE conference, co-ordinated by the ESCalate ITE team at the University of Cumbria, will be held at Glyndwr University, Wrexham on 15th May. This conference is always a stimulating event with high relevance for those working in ITE and early professional development. An outline programme for the conference is now on the website at http://www.escalate.ac.uk/5089 . The key note speaker is Professor Joan Whitehead from the University of the West of England. There will be a presentation about the TERN project at this event as part of a symposium on research capacity building in teacher education. If you would like to be part of this presentation, again please contact Jean as soon as possible


                         


Subsidised places available at the European Conference for Educational Research (ECER) in Vienna, September 2009



We are also planning a symposium on the TERN project at the European Conference for Educational Research (ECER) in Vienna, 28th – 30th September 2009. ECER is an exciting event attended by a wide range of educational researchers from across Europe and beyond. There is a thriving Teacher Education Network (Network 10). Details of the conference can be found at http://www.eera-ecer.eu/ecer/ecer-2009-vienna/  .
There are two subsidised places available for TERN Research Fellows who are willing to participate in the presentation of the TERN symposium. The subsidy takes the form of a £700 contribution towards the cost of attending the conference. Everyone is welcome to apply for these subsidised places, but you are requested to note that your institution must approve your attendance and that any additional costs incurred over and above the £700 will need to be covered either by your institution or by you. You will also be asked to book and pay for your own conference attendance fee, flights and accommodation and then to reclaim these costs. Grant will send out details of how to apply for these subsidised places in the next two weeks.  

Details of Colloquium 2 on 29th April (funded by ESCalate)    
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Social Justice: equality and diversity in teacher education

(Re)visioning black male involvement in teaching and teacher education
Christine Callender, University of East London

Research and Social Justice: issues and experiences from the leadership field
Helen Gunter, University of Manchester
Class, Age and Social Justice in Teaching
Meg Maguire, King’s College, London
Whiteness in Teacher Education: Researching within a Problematic of Silence

Lisa Mazzei, Manchester Metropolitan University

Black and Minority Ethnic teachers’ careers and aspirations

Olwen McNamara, University of Manchester

Wednesday 29th April 2009

Frances Mary Lescher Building, Hope Park Campus, 
Liverpool Hope University
	SESSIONS
	TIME
	VENUE

	Coffee and tea available 

Presentation 1

Presentation 2

Presentation 3


	09.30 – 10.00

10.00 – 10.30

10.30 - 11.00

11.00 - 11.30
	FML Foyer

Conference room 2

	Tea and coffee available

Discussion Groups

Panel Plenary 


	11.30 – 11.45 

11.45 – 12.30 

12.30 – 13.00
	FML Foyer

Conference Rooms 

 1 and  2

	LUNCH 


	13.00 – 13.45
	VC’s Dining Room

	Presentation 4 

Presentation 5


	13.45 – 14.15

14.15 – 14.45


	Conference Room 2

	Tea and coffee available

Discussion Groups 

Panel Plenary

Plenary
	14.45 – 15.30 

15.30 – 15.50

15.50 – 16.00
	FML Foyer

Conference Rooms 

 1 and  2


Workshop 4 at the University of Chester 
Workshop 4 will be on Wednesday 20th May 09 (09.30-16.00) at the University of Chester. It will include a presentation and discussion with Professor Paul Connolly, Queens University, Belfast on using both quantitative and qualitative research methods.  Full details of the Workshop will be distributed after Workshop 3. 
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                                                        Binks Building, 

                                                                               University of Chester
                                                                             (Site of next workshop)
The TERN communal conference & seminar programme

A reminder that on the TERN website (www.tlrp.org/tern) there is a communal programme (http://www.tlrp.org/tern/events.html) of research seminars, conferences and events being held in the participating universities. This programme is updated regularly as details of new events come in. Events are also regularly posted on the TERN general VRE. 
Future highlights, in addition to the conference detailed above, include: 

· A workshop on writing for publication led by Professor Rosemary Webb at the University of Manchester on 13th May
· The Assessment in HE conference at the University of Cumbria on 8th July

· The Learner Identity Conference at Edge Hill University on 14th – 15th July 

Details of how to apply for all these events are given on the website. 
Reminder of the TERN timeline from March 2009 onwards 
	
	Date and time
	Venue

	Workshop 3
	Wednesday

18th March 09

09.30-16.00

	Cumbria 

	Colloquium 2

Focus: Social Justice Issues in Education and Teacher Development, convened by Professor Olwen McNamara
	Wednesday 

29th April 09

09.30-16.00
	Liverpool Hope 



	Workshop 4
	Wednesday

20th May 09

09.30-16.00

	Chester 

	Workshop 5


	Wednesday

8th July 09

09.30-16.00

	LJMU

	National dissemination:

BERA Annual Conference
	2nd-5th September 09
	Manchester


N.B. Please contact us if you have any updates which you would like us to disseminate across the TERN network. Update items could include research related events and initiatives at your university, personal achievements, such as publications or attaining awards or grants, or further networking suggestions. 
Many thanks and best regards,
Grant, Jean, Marion and Olwen
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