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Newsletter contents
· Further details of the emerging research themes
· Registering to use the Virtual Research Environment 

· Details of Workshop 1 on 21st January and the Colloquium on 11th February
· An offer of free places at the North of England Education Conference in January
· A reminder of the timeline
Further details of the emerging research themes
As you will know from the email sent to you, we are currently in the process of trying to align your personal research interests and expertise with the emerging themes, and at the same time achieve well balanced research teams of workable sizes. Please send the email proforma about your personal preferences back to Grant as soon as possible to assist us with this process.

To help you with making decisions about which theme you wish to work on, below is a list of the 10 themes which emerged from the Launch Day and an indication of some of the ways in which they were conceptualised at that point. It is not yet a definitive list and the conceptualisations here will almost certainly change as each group starts work on their chosen theme. Please therefore treat this list as a provisional indication of likely areas of work.
1. Urban teacher education
· Preparing students to teach in inclusive, multi-cultural environments – pedagogies / comparisons of different TE models e.g. work-based learning, ITE, CPD (from pre-ITE courses such as ECs through to CPD – continuum of teacher learning)
· Studying success stories of raising standards of different groups of teachers / students learning to cope in urban settings
2. Cultural and ethnic identity in teacher education
· Teacher development for working in inclusive, multi-cultural environments
· Student teacher challenges when going into global citizenship schools? (schools which teach children from many countries and cultures) 
· Masters level provision in inclusive teacher education – beyond ‘standards’
· Teaching and global citizenship: international schools as a possible model to research?
· How could we use children’s voices here?
3. M level initiatives in teacher education

· Where did the M level / MTL initiative come from? Why? What were the policy influences and drivers? What ‘texts’ are produced by different actors about MTL & M level? What practices are emerging?
· Impact on teacher professionalism of new M level initiatives (on trainees, teachers and educators)
4. Employment-based routes in teacher education (Employment Based, Teach First, GTP, traditional routes, MTL)
· As a process of normalisation? 
· Effectiveness of different training routes
· Differences in trainee (and trainer?) identity
5. Creativity in the teacher education curriculum

· Creativity: physical and professional, emotional health and well being in relation to learning
6. General curriculum issues in teacher education
· How is the ITE curriculum defined across subjects? (criticality / reflexivity); 
· Perceptions of trainees / tutors. 
· Cross subject identity – what, where is it? 
· Curriculum subjects as a vehicle for learning (context v. content). 
· Curriculum  - school/professional – lack of research groundedness linked with new national initiatives (eg secondary curriculum, development of new primary curriculum) 
7. The future for teacher educators in the shifting policy scene
· Fluidity of identity – multiple identities?
· What difference do differing university settings make to identities? What happens if there is congruence / dissonance between individual and university?
· Professional identities of teacher educators – transition of teachers into HE
· Impetus of MTL & need to establish research dimension
8. Discourses & policies of schooling and their relationship to teacher education (e.g. SEN and how they are related to teacher education)
· Policy issues
· How are different discourses of schooling re-contextualised in teacher education?
· Trainees’ attitudes, perceptions, beliefs and values about including children and drawing on their knowledge
9. E-learning in teacher education
· Should teacher education be making more systematic use of the new emerging e-learning modes? If so, how?
· Individual and/or communal learning opportunities provided by blogging, wikis, social networking sites, Second Life, etc. 
10. Identity issues in teacher education

Many of the other themes may well include an underlying consideration of identity issues but this theme will address identities as their substantive focus.
· Professional identities and progression

· Teacher / student / teacher educator identity issues
· Gender differences in professional progression
· Longitudinal;  Impact of fast track;   Perceptions and attitudes and opportunities (looking beyond the two year impact)
· Corporate branding,  academies, students, teacher education, teachers

Registering to use the Virtual Research Environments 

The TLRP VREs are currently being upgraded into a more user friendly format and Patrick Carmichael from CARET informs us that everything will be up and running by the end of the week. On Friday 5th December, Grant will email instructions on how to register for the VRE. We would like to stress that it is very important to the success of the project that everyone is properly registered to use the VREs by the January workshop, which is not so far away now.
Once you register, you will have access to a general VRE on which, amongst other features, there is a chat room, discussion board and resource storage area. If you are familiar with on-line learning and communication, you may wish to use one or all of these facilities to begin talking to other Research Fellows about the emerging themes and to do some general networking. If you are unfamiliar with these on-line formats, you may wish to wait to use them, as there will be full support sessions for using the VREs at the January and February workshops. By January each Research Group will also have a separate and ‘private’ VRE in which the members can network and develop their research theme. 

Details of Workshop 1 on 21st January and Colloquium 1 on 11th February

Workshop 1: The scholarship of the field
Wednesday 21st January 2009

School of Education, The University of Manchester,

Ellen Wilkinson Building
	SESSIONS


	TIME
	VENUE

	Existing research on teacher education in England

(Perspectives from researchers in  the field)


	10.00 – 11.00


	Room AG3/4

	Research Groups’ Discussion 1


	11.00 - 12.15 (with coffee available)
	Rooms AG3/4, 

AG 9, C3.20 and C3.21 


	LUNCH 


	12.15 – 1.00
	

	a) Working effectively in the VRE: using the discussion board and document storage (Zoe Fowler)

b) Research Groups’

     Discussion 2


	1.00 – 2.00 (Participants A1)

2.00 – 3.00 (Participants B)

1.00 – 2.00 (Participants B)

2.00 – 3.00 (Participants A)

	Rooms AG3/4, 

AG 9, C3.20 and C3.21 




	Bidding for research funding: University of Manchester Staff


	3.00 – 3.45


	Room AG3/4

	Plenary & evaluation


	3.45 – 4.00
	Room AG3/4


Colloquium 1
Wednesday 11th February 2009

MMU, Didsbury Campus

Behrens Building

	Colloquium 1

Focus: Teacher identities: implications of recent research for teacher education, led by Professor Christopher Day (the VITAE project) and Associate Professor, Andy Hobson, and team (the ‘Becoming a Teacher’ [BaT] project). 
Both Chris Day and Andy Hobson come from the University of Nottingham and have worked on large scale, longitudinal studies in teacher education, with major implications for our research agendas in the TERN project. 

	9.30-16.00


	Room 0.1


Free places at the North of England Education 2009 Conference on 8 January 2009 
A small number of free places for TERN participants are available at the North of England Education Conference (NEEC) 2009 in Chester on Thursday January 8th 2009 (one day rate only). Further details of the conference are available on the TERN website at http://www.tlrp.org/tern/events.html. The free places will be allocated on a lottery basis. If you would like to be considered for one of the free TERN places, then please complete Grant’s ‘lottery proforma’ (attached to email) and return it to him on or before Monday 8th December. Grant will announce the lucky winners on Friday 12th December.
The TERN communal conference & seminar programme
A reminder that on the TERN website (www.tlrp.org/tern) there is a communal programme (http://www.tlrp.org/tern/events.html) of research seminars, conferences and events being held in the participating universities. This programme is updated regularly as details of new events come in. 

Reminder of the TERN timeline
	
	Date and time
	Venue

	Workshop 1 (see above for details)
	Wednesday

21st January 09

09.30-16.00

	Manchester

	Participant engagement in the Virtual Research Environment
on-going between mid January 09 and end of August 09.


	Colloquium 1 (see above for details)

	Wednesday

11th February 09

09.30-16.00

	MMU 

	Workshop 2
	Wednesday

25th February 09

09.30-16.00

	Edge Hill (TBC)

	Workshop 3
	Wednesday

18th March 09

09.30-16.00

	Cumbria 

	Colloquium 2

Focus: Social Justice Issues in Education and Teacher Development, convened by Professor Olwen McNamara
	Wednesday 

29th April 09

09.30-16.00
	Liverpool Hope (TBC)



	Workshop 4
	Wednesday

20th May 09

09.30-16.00

	Chester (TBC)

	Workshop 5


	Wednesday

8th July 09

09.30-16.00

	LJMU

	National dissemination:

BERA Annual Conference
	2nd-5th September 09
	Manchester


N.B. Please contact us if you have any updates which you would like us to disseminate across the TERN network. Update items could include research related events and initiatives at your university, personal achievements, such as publications or attaining awards or grants, or further networking suggestions. Until everyone is registered on the Virtual Research Environments, we will circulate this information in newsletters sent out by email. 
Many thanks and best regards,
Grant, Jean, Marion and Olwen
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